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Blood Centers on transfusing life into our na-
tion whenever and wherever needed. 
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THE INTRODUCTION OF THE NA-
TIONAL FISH AND WILDLIFE 
FOUNDATION REAUTHORIZATION 
ACT 

HON. RICHARD W. POMBO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 17, 2005 

Mr. POMBO. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to 
introduce today, along with my colleagues 
WAYNE GILCHREST and NORM DICKS, legisla-
tion to reauthorize the National Fish and Wild-
life Foundation. 

The National Fish and Wildlife Foundation 
was established in 1984 when President Ron-
ald Reagan signed into law legislation intro-
duced by then Congressman John Breaux. 
Since that time, the foundation has financed 
more than 7,200 conservation projects both 
here in the United States and throughout the 
world. By leveraging a small amount of Fed-
eral assistance each year, they have been 
able to successfully raise millions of private 
dollars which have been spent to encourage 
Coral Reef conservation, enact an early warn-
ing system for invasive species, support oyster 
restoration in the Chesapeake Bay, help save 
endangered wild tigers and assist in the con-
servation of habitat critical for endangered ma-
rine sea turtles. 

The foundation is governed by a board of 
directors consisting of 25 Americans who are 
dedicated to conservation. These distin-
guished men and women serve without com-
pensation. In addition, the foundation is pro-
hibited from using any Federal money to pay 
administrative expenses and both the founda-
tion and its grantees may not use any Federal 
dollars to engage in litigation or lobbying ac-
tivities. 

In my own State of California, the founda-
tion has approved hundreds of conservation 
projects. These projects have included: Cali-
fornia Rangeland Trust, California Saltwater 
Wetlands Habitat restoration, California Sus-
tainable Winegrowing Alliance, Point San Luis 
Lighthouse improvements, San Francisco Bay 
National Wildlife Refuge and Upper Sac-
ramento River Riparian restoration. 

The National Fish and Wildlife Foundation 
Reauthorization Act is a simple, bipartisan and 
non-controversial bill. It will extend the existing 
authorization levels for an additional 5 years, 
clarify the requirement that Congress must be 
given a 30-day congressional notice require-
ment prior to the issuance of any conservation 
grant or expenditure of funds and modify the 
matching requirement to ensure that the foun-
dation is not required to satisfy this provision 
in those cases where it does not receive any 
contributions. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to sup-
port this legislation so that the National Fish 
and Wildlife Foundation can continue its 
worthwhile conservation efforts in the future. 

Additional co-sponsors of National Fish and 
Wildlife Foundation Reauthorization Act of 
2005: Congressman NORMAN D. DICKS. 

HALABJA REMEMBERED 

HON. DANA ROHRABACHER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 17, 2005 

Mr. ROHRABACHER. Mr. Speaker, on 
March 16, 1988 Saddam Hussein brutally at-
tacked Halabja, Kurdistan in Iraq. When the 
bombing attacks were completed, over 5,000 
were dead and over 8,000 injured. 

The injured people were civilians. Families 
died together that day, orphans were made 
that day, a day that the Kurdish people will 
never forget. 

As the poison gas largely cleared by noon 
that day, the deadly smoke lay close to the 
ground, sinking into the basements of the 
homes where people had gone to seek shel-
ter. 

They watched as their skin burned. Some 
were immediately blinded. Some took shelter 
among the corpses of their family members. 
The ones who were able to run, ran, stopping 
only when they were overcome with pain or 
exhaustion. 

Today, I honor those men, women, and chil-
dren who lost their lives at the hands of a 
ruthless killer, Saddam Hussein. The Halabja 
massacre represents 5,000 of the 200,000 
Kurdish people who died or are missing during 
the genocide campaigns of the Saddam Hus-
sein regime. Hundreds of thousands of other 
Iraqis were also killed or are missing. 

Mr. Speaker, as our Armed Forces battle to 
build a democratic future for the people of 
Iraq, we should recall the horror of Halabja, 
and acknowledge that the hellish tyranny that 
shackled all but a few Baathist thugs is part of 
Iraq history and not part of its future. Let’s re-
call the suffering of all Iraqis, especially the 
Kurds in Halabja, and honor our Armed 
Forces for the better future they are building in 
Iraq. 
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VERNA KING—AN INSPIRATION TO 
SAN DIEGO 

HON. BOB FILNER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 17, 2005 

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, Verna Lee St. 
Clair King, born and reared in Berwick, Lou-
isiana, is the daughter of John Westley St. 
Clair and Florence Ellen Calvin St. Clair. Edu-
cated in Louisiana and Texas, she earned her 
A.B. degree from Wiley College in Marshall, 
Texas and later an M.A. from San Diego State 
University. 

Verna grew up determined to make life bet-
ter for others. She eventually became a teach-
er, making politics and helping others through 
community service her lifelong hobbies. Her 
intelligence and insight led her to the political 
arena and the fight for equal education. 

A professional educator in San Diego for 
thirty years, Verna has a long history of in-
volvement with the San Diego Teachers’ As-
sociation (SDTA). Through the SDTA, she rep-
resented the National Education Association 
and served as a member of the National 
Women’s Caucus and Black Caucus. 

Verna’s unselfish nature led her to become 
increasingly involved in a wide array of civic 
activities: she was vice-chair of the 79th As-
sembly District Committee, served on the 44th 
Congressional Advisory Committee, and was a 
charter member of the San Diego Council of 
Democratic Women. In addition, she is a char-
ter member and past president of Women Inc. 
She is also involved with Alpha Kappa Alpha, 
CTA, the YWCA, her church, and the Demo-
cratic Party. In addition, she has recently 
served on the Community Service Association 
Board as well as the San Diego Historical Site 
Board. 

Verna’s involvement in the community and 
politics has allowed her to interact and work 
with individuals such as Coretta Scott King, 
Andrew Young, Jimmy and Rosalyn Carter, 
Alan Cranston and Tom Bradley. 

Verna is listed in prominent annuals and 
has received many awards in recognition of 
her professional and community service. In the 
past, she has been the recipient of the Demo-
cratic Committee’s Golden Key Award and re-
ceived a Key to the City of San Diego for her 
outstanding work in the field of human rela-
tions. For bridging the gap between parents 
and teachers, Verna was honored with an 
Honorary Service award by the Ninth District 
P.T.A. Her current honors reflect the esteem 
in which she is held by her fellow profes-
sionals and by those who have had the pleas-
ure of working with her in political and commu-
nity activities. 

Verna’s husband, Alonzo King, now de-
ceased, shared her interests both politically 
and professionally. In addition, Verna and 
Alonzo were blessed with a close family that 
included five children: Joyce L. King Thomas, 
Verna Lee E. Bickerstaff, St. Clair King, 
Alonzo King, and Reginald King, the latter two 
of whom are deceased. 

Verna has always been gracious in all of 
her endeavors, and her knowledge and experi-
ences have been invaluable to professionals, 
friends, fellow committee members and the 
community. 

She truly has been an inspiration to all San 
Diego. 
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HONORING THE CONTRIBUTIONS 
OF TEXAS STATE REPRESENTA-
TIVE TRACY O. KING 

HON. HENRY CUELLAR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 17, 2005 

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Texas State Representative Tracy 
King for his many accomplishments in busi-
ness and in government. 

Mr. King was born in Baytown, Texas, in 
1960. After graduating from Carrizo Springs 
High School, he attended Southwest Texas 
Junior College for a year, and then transferred 
to Texas A&M University, where he completed 
his B.S. in Agricultural Engineering. 

Upon his graduation, Representative King 
began working at the Beltone Hearing Aid 
Center in San Antonio. He moved up quickly, 
and was responsible for opening the branch 
office in Uvalde. In 1987, he became owner of 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 10:16 Jan 23, 2017 Jkt 000000 PO 00000 Frm 00346 Fmt 0689 Sfmt 9920 E:\FDSYS\2005BOUNDRECORD\BOOK4\NO_SSN\BR17MR05.DAT BR17MR05ej
oy

ne
r 

on
 D

S
K

30
M

W
08

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 C
O

N
G

-R
E

C
-O

N
LI

N
E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2017-02-16T11:32:05-0500
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




